
 

 
 

Septuagint over Two Years 
 

On Facebook: our page is under the name Septuagint2years; go to the page and 
click LIKE in order to join. 
 
Manager of Club: Gary S. Shogren, Seminario ESEPA, San José, Costa Rica, 
gshogren@esepa.org  
 
Dropbox link: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/o66d7z6vmq23gxx/AADk46eS0O6ua2s7n_PzYU-
ta?dl=0 
 
Our Goal: A two-year excursion through the Septuagint, including the 
Deuterocanonical books, from January 1, 2019 through the close of 2020. We will 
offer weekly reading plans that will average about a chapter and a half per day; for 
example, the week of January 1-6 we will read Genesis 1-12 LXX. The Psalms 
will be interspersed throughout the year, and we will have regular “Catch-Up” 
times. While en route, we will also take side excursions: reading Sinaiticus on its 
website, some Septuagint texts from the DSS, the Hexapla, the Theodotion version 
of Daniel, and the Fayyum fragments.  
 



Why? Two excellent reasons. The best way to expand one’s knowledge of biblical 
Greek is to read the Septuagint. And the Septuagint was the Bible of the apostolic 
church. 
 
Why Now? This group was sparked by the publication in November 2018 of 
Septuaginta: A Reader’s Edition, by Lanier and Ross. 
(http://evangelicaltextualcriticism.blogspot.com/2018/08/new-readers-lxx-on-
sale.html) 
 

 
 
This edition of Rahlfs-Hanhart footnotes the lexemes which appear 100 times or 
less, beginning with ἀόρατος in Gen 1:2: the earth was “invisible, without form.” 
The list price is $109.95, but it is now discounted on Amazon for $87.96. it is 
highly recommended for participants in this group! (There is no Spanish equivalent 
edition). 
 



 
 
How Much Greek Do I Need in order to Participate? The difficulty level of the 
LXX is not high, especially for people who have dominated the Greek of the New 
Testament. Nevertheless, the sheer quantity of text – over 1100 chapters! – means 
that we will be covering about a chapter and a half per every day. Even for the 
intermediate or advanced reader, that might require a half-hour daily. This is all to 
say that, reading the entire LXX and committing this much time for two entire 
years will be demanding. Let us count the cost! 
 
House Rules: I have spent enough time managing FB pages to know we have to 
set rules. First, this is not a Greek class; people who want to study Greek will need 
to begin elsewhere. Second, participants will confine themselves to issues that 
concern the Septuagint text, its comparison to other texts, its style, and other 
technical issues. Other forums exist for matters of canon; Protestant, Catholic, and 
Orthodox doctrine; theological debate. We will not allow personal agendas; ad 
hominem; individuals who wish to dominate threads. Links to other pages will be 
permitted only with permission by the manager. 
 



Bibliography: 

* = in Dropbox, https://www.dropbox.com/sh/o66d7z6vmq23gxx/AADk46eS0O6ua2s7n_PzYU-ta?dl=0 

 

* An Introduction to the Old Testament in Greek, H. B. Swete. 

* Septuaginta, Rahlfs and Hanhart. The text of the LXX that we will use in this group. 

The Septuagint (Understanding the Bible and its World), Jennifer Dines. Available on Logos. 

When God Spoke Greek, Timothy Michael Law. Kindle. O Cuando Dios Hablo en Griego. 

* A Handbook to the Septuagint, Richard R. Ottley. Logos, Pdf in Dropbox 

Invitation to the Septuagint, Jobes and Silva. Kindle 

T. & T. Clark Companion to the Septuagint. Logos 

* “Letter of Aristeas” with introduction by R. W. H. Schutt, Pdf in Dropbox; también * “Carta de 
Aristeas” en español 

* “Jewish and Christian Traditions about the LXX,” document with quotes about the LXX from 
Aristobulus, Philo, Josephus, and Church Fathers 

Other Resources: 

* New English Translation of the Septuagint (NETS), pdf. También, hay una nueva versión de la 
Septuaginta traducida a español, de CLIE. Cuesta aproximadamente 165 Euros. Partes 
existen en línea en forma no autorizada por el autor. 

* Origenis Hexaplorum, ed. Frederick Field, 2 Tomos. Pdf. 

The standard lexicon is Takamitsu Muraoka, A Greek-English Lexicon of the Septuagint. The 
shorter lexicon by Lust, Eynikel, and Hauspin is also very useful. 

* The standard Grammar of Septuagint Greek, Conybeare and Stock. Pdf 

 

CALENDAR 
November and December 2018 
 



From November through December 2018, the members might brush up on their vocabulary. The 
Septuaginta Reader’s Edition has a table in the back of the volume with common vocabulary, or 
the reader can focus on words used 50 times or more in the NT. We will also read about the 
background and nature of the LXX. We recommend that the reader will read the “Letter of 
Aristeas” and “Jewish and Christian Traditions about the LXX.” He or she might also read one 
or more of the following: 

A Handbook to the Septuagint, Richard R. Ottley. (free in Dropbox) 

Invitation to the Septuagint, Jobes and Silva.  

T. & T. Clark Companion to the Septuagint.  

The Septuagint (Understanding the Bible and its World), Jennifer Dines.  

When God Spoke Greek, Timothy Michael Law. O Cuando Dios Hablo en Griego. 

An Introduction to the Old Testament in Greek, H. B. Swete. 

For the advanced student, we recommend The Septuagint as Christian Scripture: Its Prehistory 
and the Problem of its Canon, Martin Hengel. 

 
January 1, 2019 – Beginning of our two-
year pilgrimage through the Septuagint! 
 

2019 
 

January 1 (December 31) – Genesis 1-12 

January 7 – Genesis 13-25 

January 14 – Genesis 26-38 

January 21 – Genesis 36-46 

January 28 – Genesis 47-50, Psalms 1-6 

February 4 – Make-Up Week 



February 11 – Exodus 1-13 

February 11 – Exodus 14-26 

February 18 – Exodus 27-40 

February 25 – Psalms 7-17 

March 4 – Leviticus 1-16 

March 11 – Leviticus 17-27; 4QLXXLeva: a portion of Leviticus 26:2-16 in a pre-
Septuagint form 

March 18 – Numbers 1-12 

March 25 – Numbers 13-24 

April 1 – Numbers 25-36, Deuteronomy 1-3 

April 8 – Deuteronomy 3-15 

April 15 – Deuteronomy 16-28 

April 22 – Deuteronomy 29-34 and Papyrus Fouad I (266) of Deuteronomy 31:28-
32:6, which uses tetragrammaton 

April 29 – Psalms 18-27 (note that the numbering of the psalms LXX diverges 
from the MT at this point; we will be following the LXX numbering) 

May 6 – Joshua 1-11 

April 13 – Joshua 12-23 

May 20 – Joshua 24-34 

May 27 – Judges 1-13 

June 3 – Judges 14-21, Ruth 

June 10 – Psalms 28-40 and Make-Up. Optional: read some of the Psalms in Codex 
Sinaiticus (http://www.codex-sinaiticus.net/en/) 

June 17 – 1 Kingdoms 1-12 

June 24 – 1 Kingdoms 13-25 

July 1 – 1 Kingdoms 26-31, 2 Kingdoms 1-8 



July 8 – 2 Kingdoms 9-24 

July 15 – 3 Kingdoms 1-12 

July 22 – 3 Kingdoms 13-22, 4 Kingdoms 1-2 

July 29 – 4 Kingdoms 3-14 

August 5 – 4 Kingdoms 15-25 

August 12 – Psalms 41-49 and Make-Up  

August 19 – 1 Chronicles 1-13 

August 26 – 1 Chronicles 14-27 

September 2 – 1 Chronicles 28-29, 2 Chronicles 1-11 

September 9 – 2 Chronicles 12-24 

September 16 – 2 Chronicles 25-36 

September 23 – Psalms 50-59 

September 30 – 1 Esdras and Make-Up 

October 7 – 2 Esdras 1-10 (Ezra) 

October 14 – 2 Esdras 11-23 (Nehemiah) 

October 21 – Psalms 60-71 and Make-Up 

October 28 – Judith 

November 4 – Tobit 

November 11 – Psalms 72-81 

November 18 – 1 Maccabees 

November 25 – 2 Maccabees 

December 2 – 3 Maccabees and Make-Up 

December 9 – 4 Maccabees 

December 16 – Psalms 82-88 and Make-Up 



December 23 – Free Week for Christmas or Make-Up 

December 30 – Proverbs 1-10 

 

2020 
 

January 6 – Proverbs 11-20 

January 13 – Proverbs 21-30 

January 20 – Ecclesiastes 

January 27 – Psalms 89-100 

February 3 – Song of Solomon and Make-Up 

February 10 – Job 1-12 

February 17 – Job 13-23 

February 24 – Job 24-34 

March 2 – Job 35-42 and Make-Up 

March 9 – Wisdom of Solomon 

March 16 – Sirach 1-13 

March 23 – Sirach 14-26 

March 30 – Sirach 27-39 

April 6 – Sirach 40-51 

April 13 – Psalms of Solomon 1-11 

April 20 – Psalms of Solomon 12-18, Psalms 101-105 

April 27 – Hosea 

May 4 – Amos, Micah 

May 11 – Joel, Obadiah, Jonah, Nahum, Habakkuk 



May 18 – Psalms 106-117 and Make-Up 

May 25 – Psalm 118 (119 Hebrew) 

June 1 – Zephaniah, Haggai, Psalms 119-129 

June 8 – Zechariah, Malachi 

June 15 – Isaiah 1-9 

June 22 – Isaiah 10-19 

June 29 – Isaiah 20-28 

July 6 – Isaiah 29-35 

July 13 – Isaiah 36-39 and Make-Up 

July 20 – Isaiah 40-49 

July 27 – Isaiah 50-55 

August 3 – Isaiah 56-59 

August 10 – Isaiah 60-66 

August 17 – Psalms 130-135 and Make-Up 

August 24 – Jeremiah 1-9 (note that the text of Jeremiah in the LXX versus the MT 
varies in order; we will follow the LXX numbering) 

August 31 – Jeremiah 10-18 

September 7 – Jeremiah 19-27 

September 14 – Jeremiah 28-36 

September 21 – Jeremiah 37-44 

September 28 – Jeremiah 45-52 

October 5 – Psalms 136-142 and Make-Up 

October 12 –Jonah Fragments of the Hexapla; we have the two-volume edition by 
Frederick Field free for download, Origenis Hexaplorum (1875); to use it fully the 
reader will need Hebrew, Greek, and some Latin. The group moderator will 



provide translations of some sections. The modern Hexapla Project is compiling a 
new critical edition, see http://hexapla.org/ 

October 19 – Joel in Codex Sinaiticus (http://www.codex-sinaiticus.net/en/) or 
Make-Up 

October 26 – Psalms 143-151, including Prayer of Manasseh 

November 2 – Ezekiel 1-12 

November 9 – Ezekiel 13-25 

November 16 – Ezekiel 26-39 

November 23 – Ezekiel 40-48 and Make-Up 

November 30 – Daniel 1-3 Septuagint (Old Greek) and Theodotion 

December 7 – Daniel 4-6 Septuagint (Old Greek) and Theodotion 

December 14 – Daniel 7-10 Septuagint (Old Greek) and Theodotion 

December 21 – Daniel 11-12 Septuagint (Old Greek) and Theodotion 

December 28 – Bel and the Dragon and Make-Up 

January 2, 2021 – End of our two-year 
pilgrimage through the Septuagint! 
 

Logo is based on the lower part of col. 18 of the Greek Minor Prophets Scroll from Nahal Hever 
(8HevXII gr). Dated to between 50 BCE and 50 CE 

 


